216       TO THE PRINCES AND THEIR PEOPLE

Gandhiji had won with his own what he calls tainted
suffering. Wliat they had won is still there. No one has
wrested it off their hands. That Notification of the
26th December 1938 is still thete for them to work for
and to have carried out. If anything, they are in a better
position to have it carried out than they were.

But I shall let Gandhiji explain. This is what be said
to them in one of his afternoon talks :

^You ought to understand and appreciate the rejection of the
Award. It was "well-nigh impossible for you to have (to use the
legal language) that decree executed. I could have got it done,
but at the cost of enormous labour and time and legal talent that I
still possess. Mean-while, your energies would have been rusting,
and your hands would have been crippled. You would have
learnt nothing from the skill with which I should have been tackl-
ing the fresh hurdles that were being daily placed in my way. I
have saved you from the burden of my sin. You are, at worst,
^as you were.9 If you want foolishly to march to jail, you are now
free. Only, you must not look to me. I can carry you forward
along my own lines. It may be that I am unfit to lead you. You
can then discard me, and you have every right to do so. You may
not tolerate a general who changes his tactics every now and then.
But if you will have me, you must have me on my terms."

These remarks were addressed to the workers. But
he talks to the children, too, in a similar strain. As much
light was shed on the situation by his talk with a child the
other day, as was done by his talk "with Kasturba. The
child had no doubt about the rejection of the Award.
But he was wondering what we had gained by the rejec-
tion. To him, Gandhiji said :

^The Award was a cobra. And when we have a cobra in the
house how do we feel ?"

"We are afraid."

"Well then, so long as the Award was there both Durbar Shri
Viravala and I were afraid of it, and were trying to dodge it. But
it would not be dodged. I have gently put it out of the house
and we are both now free from fear/^

"I see that It was necessary to discard the Award, but what have
we gained y9

"Is it a small gain to have been rid of a venomous cobra and
thus rid of fear ? It was a cobra in the house. We can now live
m the house like a happy family. Durbar Shri Viravala and I
not only sought to dodge the cobra, but we used to shun each